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AL INTRODUCTION.
e OO e

The present edition of Vasistha’s Dharmadistra 1a basedon
the following five fairly correct and complete manuseripts—

fa) M8 B, Dekkhan College; Puna, Collection of 1874-75,
No 29, presented to Prof Dr Buhler by Prof Bala
sastrl of Baniras, containing 30 chapters, and written
on 27 lenves, & 8 lines, & 54-36 sksharas, dated samvat
1745
MS Bh, Dekkhan College, Puna, Collectionof 1874~75
No 30, presented to Prof Bahler by Dimodara Sistrl
of Bhii), containing 30 chapters, and written on 36
leaves, b 10 lines, & 34-36 aksharas, dated samvat 1599,

&) MS E, Elphinstone College, Bonbay, Collection of
1867-68, No 23 of Class VI, Containing 30 Chaptors,
and written on 25 leaves & 14 lines, 4 34-36 aksaraz
dated samvat 1799

{d) M8, F, an imperfect apograph, prepared under the

superintendence of Prof Dr Bihler, C I E, by

Viamanichirys Zhalklkar, now teacher of Sansknt in

the Dekkhan College, Puna belonging to Prof Dr.

Biihler, Vienna containing 30 chapters on 115 pages

A 16 Tines,  14-16 aksharas, dated eamvat 1921,

MS H ,belonging to Dr Bhan Dayn’s Memortal,contain=

ing 28 complete chaptars, loaving the 29th ncomplate

and written on 51 leaves, & 12 lines, 4 28-30 aksharag

dated samvat 1713
MSS B Bh, E and H. belongto one and the same family

Al four are derived from one codex archetypus, to which B ,
«tands the nearest B has been corrected 1n different passages
gecunda many with the help of a manuscript which apparently

1 agreed with none of Bh, E, F. and H Nextm rapk comes

()
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Bh., and lowest in the soale stands B the text of whish shows
many faults and omssions As regards the remaining manu-
soript in F ocour some different rendings and old marginal
glosses

The full collestion of varir lectiones given ander the text
which are contained in the five MS8 , with the exception of
palpable mistakes of the copyists makes1t superfluouns to
enter on a diseussion of the details

Regarding the division of Sutras B has bheen followed
which division anawers exactly to that observed by Prof Dr
Buhler m his translationof Vamsta s Dharmasasira subli
shed 1882 1n the 14th volume of M Mullers
Books of the Rast ’

The Appendix givesa collection ofquotations from Vasistha s
Dharmasistra ns found xn Vinanesvara s Mitaksara Apara
tka’s Yamavalkiyadhsrmasastrambandha Nandapandits’s
Vauayantt Devandabhatta s Smrtichandriba Ntlakantha s
Vyavaharamayukha and Mitramisra s Virsmitrodays

The Vasishthadhermasastram has been publishad twiee 1n
Caleutta and ance 1n Banaras The twoCaleutta editions the
recond of which 155 bad reprint of the first by Jibananda
Vidyasagars 1n 1876 (Calc ed ) are perfectly useless as they
ara based on & single faulty manuscript now preserved 1n the
India Office Library st London (F O 913) which contsins only

21 chapters. The Baniras edition 1sbased on better materials
and accornpanied by an useful commentary called Vidvane
modinl compozad and e lited by Krishnapandita Dharmadhi-
karin sake 1781 alearned Pandit of the old echool but un
fortunately the editor 1 as corrected the text { M8 B ) very
fresly withont marking his comjectures as puch { Ban ed )

In conclusion Thave to express my sincerestthanks to Pruf.

Dr Buhler who has hindly placed at my disposal all the
materials collected during his stay 1 India for Dreparing a
entical and really trustworthy edition of Vasistha s Dharma
&3stra of one of the four-most ancient works on Mindy Law

Sacred



PREFACE.

Ever since the first edition[of Vasistha’s Dharmaét’stra
appsared 1n 1883, I have tried 1n vain to obtain eome new
and st1ll morerehiable Mss, being quite 1ndependent of thoss
already known, or some old commeantary on this difficult
lawbook During my Archeological tour through Rayputins
1n 1892-93 1 came across in the library of Sastrt Srinivis,
Kesavadev)l at Kotah an old wanuscrnipt ( named K, in the
present edition),dated Samvat 1410 which offers a fow better,
well-marked and widely varying readings thus furnishing
new materials for settling some of the much debated points
of the established text I am however painfully conscious of
the many corrupt passajes still remaining and awaifing
further elucidation but 1 offer the carefully revised text to
Onental scholars as an honest attempt to enable the student
to read a difficalt Sanshrit worh which will well repay the
troubles of mastering 1t As long as no new formation can
be furnished regarding the school of the Rigveda, to which
the Vasishthadharmasaitra belongs and referring to the us-
age of languaga prevailing at that school, it would be most
hazardous to venture on the duction of any dati
in the text.

BALE { SUSSE ), the 10tk June 1014
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